


What is Easter Sunday?

Easter Sunday is part of the most important festival in the Christian 
calendar. On Easter Sunday, Christians celebrate the day Jesus was 
resurrected – this means the day he rose from the dead. 

Easter Sunday is celebrated after Good Friday.



What Happened on Easter Sunday?

On what is now known as Good Friday, 
Jesus had been crucified. He had been 
forced to carry his cross through the 
city and he eventually died on it. 



After Jesus had been crucified, his body was taken off of the cross and 
placed in a tomb cut out of rock. Jesus’ body was wrapped in a shroud, 
placed it in the tomb and rolled a huge stone in front of the entrance to 
the tomb. A Roman soldier guarded the tomb.



On the Sunday, two of Jesus’ followers, Mary and Mary Magdalene, 
went to visit Jesus’ tomb. When they got there, they found that the 
huge stone had been rolled back and Jesus’ body was gone! They ran 
to tell the disciples what they had found and some of them came to see 
for themselves.



After the others had left, Mary and Mary Magdalene stayed by the 
tomb. They were weeping. Someone spoke to ask why they were crying. 
Mary explained that someone had taken Jesus’ body and that she 
didn’t know where it had been put.

They both looked up to see that the stranger was actually Jesus!

“Mary,” said the stranger.



Over the next 40 days, Jesus appeared to his disciples and to many 
other people. They realised that Jesus had risen from the dead. 

Christians call this the resurrection. It is the resurrection of Jesus that is 
celebrated on Easter Sunday.



Easter Sunday in the Church

Easter Sunday is a day of celebration 
in the church. Christians celebrate 
Jesus’ resurrection by going to special 
services at the church. The church 
bells may ring out and the church is 
decorated with flowers, such as white 
lilies, and the colours white and gold. 



Other Easter Traditions

Many Christians celebrate Easter Sunday with a special meal, which 
usually includes lamb. They may also eat hot cross buns, the cross 
reminding them of Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection.



Easter Eggs

Eggs are also a part of the Easter Celebration. 

People sometimes decorate hard-boiled eggs with patterns and 
pictures. Some places also have egg rolling competitions, where people 
race their eggs down a hill!

Many people give and receive 
chocolate eggs at Easter.

It is believed that the egg 
represents new life, just like Jesus’ 
resurrections and that’s one of the 
reasons Christians have eggs 
during Easter. 




