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Monday 1st March  
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Re-opening 8th March 2021  
 
I am writing to outline the arrangements for opening the school from Monday 8th March 2021. The 
majority of the arrangements will be the same as they were during the Autumn term; this letter should 
provide you with a full reminder about these.  
 
Following the guidance, we will be following social distancing where this is possible although we do 
acknowledge that this is particularly difficult for the younger children. We will also be restricting contact 
between individuals as much as possible. We will operate in year group bubbles to ensure some of the 
operational features of the school can continue but will remain in class bubbles where possible. There 
will be more frequent cleaning rotas in operation throughout the day and children and staff will be 
expected to wash their hands whenever they enter the school building, before and after eating and after 
using the toilet. We will continue to encourage children to have good respiratory hygiene: using tissues 
to “Catch it, Bin it, Kill it”.  
 
Start and End of Day  
All doors will open at 8.35am where adults will be in the classrooms ready to welcome the children. 
There will be a free flow system where children are able to enter the school building through their 
allocated door as soon as they arrive to reduce the number of people on site at any time. We will 
continue to use a wider range of doors on site. Below are the times for the year groups to enter so that 
we have a staggered approach. For those who have children in more than one year group, families can 
arrive at the earliest time applicable to them and then all children can enter at the same time to avoid 
parents having to wait around. All doors will then close at 8.50am.  
 
Y6 and Y5   8.35am to 8.40am  
Y4 and Y3  8.40am to 8.45am  
Y2, Y1 and YR  8.45am to 8.50am 
 
There will be a slight change for where some Key Stage 2 classes now enter the building. The 
information is below and we will also share this with the children in videos on Seesaw so they know too.  
 

Class  Teacher  Entry in the morning  Collection  

1 Mr Corocoran  Own class door Own class door  

2 Miss Timmins  Own class door Own class door 

3 Miss Poole Own class door Own class door 

4 Miss Jackson  Own class door Own class door  

5 Miss Charles Own class door Main reception door 

6 Miss Taylor Own class door Own class door 

7 Mr Duffy  Class 7 door (at the front) Front playground  

8 Miss Hopkins  Class 7 door (at the front) Front playground 

9 Mrs Partridge  Back playground door Back playground  

10 Mrs Gordon/ Miss Cross Back playground door  Back playground 



 
 
 

  

Dalby Road, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, LE13 0BJ 
 

Telephone: 01664 565456   
Email: office@swallowdaleschool.co.uk 
 

Headteacher: Mrs S Harries 

 
 

11 Miss Haywood  Back playground door Back playground  

12 Mr Giampalma Back playground door Back playground   

13 Mrs Wynne Class 14 door  Front playground   

14 Miss Shortland/ Mrs 
Edwards  

Class 14 door  Front playground  

 
For the end of the day, we will have staggered pick up times as well to try and reduce as much as 
possible the number of people on site. Collection times will be as follows:  
 
YR   2.50pm  
Y1   3.00pm  
Y2   3.05pm  
YR 3 and Y4  3.00pm  
YR 5 and Y6  3.10pm  

 
Only one adult can accompany the children onto site to reduce the number of people on site. Please can 
we ask that people use the markings on the paths, do not gather in groups and keep chidlren with you 
to allow others to walk through freely. Adults should continue to wear a face covering whilst on site 
unless medically exempt.  
 
Playtimes  
Playtimes will work on a rota system and children will have allocated areas of the playground and field 
for their year group to play. Each will have a kit of playtime equipment which they can use but cannot 
be shared across other year groups. This equipment will be regularly cleaned as well. Children are still 
able to bring a healthy, nut-free snack from home for them to have at playtimes 
 
Lunchtimes  
The school kitchen will be opening and offering a cooked menu with a red and green option available. 
Children who bring packed lunches in from home will be able to eat these in their classrooms. For the 
children who are having a school dinner, they will visit the dining hall on a rota to reduce numbers. To 
reduce any risk we will ask the children to: 

 collect their dinner from the serving hatch in small numbers; 

 not use the coloured bands as previously done- teachers will use a slightly different system to 
ensure children are given the lunch option which they chose at the start of the morning.  

 
In order for children to benefit from time outside to play as well, we will be staggering the time for 
lunches.   
Year R will have their lunchtime between 12 noon and 1pm.  
Year 1 and Year 2 will have their lunchtime between 11.30am and 12.30pm  
Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 will have their lunchtime between 12.15pm and 1.15pm.  
 
Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will also have an afternoon break due to the earlier lunch time; 
a healthy snack may also be provided for this should parents choose to.  
 
Attendance  
It is our expectation that all children, unless CEV, are able to make a full return to school on Monday 8th 
March. If a child or family need to self-isolate due to symptoms in the household, a confirmed case or 
being a close contact then please let the office know.   
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Personal Property  
Children will be able to bring into school with them the clothing they need for outdoors, water bottle, PE 
kits and a small bag every day. We would ask that non-essential items such as pencil cases are not 
brought into school. Any items returned to us from home (such as home reading books) will be kept in a 
covered box before being placed back into use.  
 
Uniform  
Children will be expected to return to school in their normal uniform although we are aware that it is 
difficult to replace some items currently if children have grown since Christmas and may need to wear 
slight alternatives until shopping is easier. We will need to continue to ventilate the classrooms so are 
happy for children to wear extra layers in class if they are feeling cooler than normal.  
 
Wellbeing  
The staff have been busy preparing for the children’s return and considering different strategies and 
approaches to support the children’s wellbeing at whatever stage they are at. We are very aware that 
children and families have experienced very different times during the last 12 months and we are 
preparing our provision in order to support the children. Support staff are currently participating in a 5 
weeks training on strategies to support children’s emotional health and wellbeing. Mrs Marriott is 
developing a Wellbeing section on the website which offers lots of support for parents at home too.  
 
Curriculum  
The Senior Leadership team along with staff have been realigning our curriculum plans to ensure that 
the key points of learning are covered in the year groups whilst still offering a broad and balanced 
curriculum. Further information about our Reconnecting Curriculum and plans are available on the 
website. If you have any questions about this, please speak to your child’s class teacher in the first 
instance.  
 
Finally, thank you to the whole community for the support we have received during these very different 
times which we have all experienced. It has been very much appreciated. We are very excited to have a 
full return of all our children and look forward to Swallowdale being full of happy children again.   
 
Kind regards  

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Harries  
Headteacher  


