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Swallowdale 
Curriculum 

This booklet will outline for you the units of work that your child will 
be covering in our wider curriculum this half term.

For each subject, you will find a Knowledge Organsier. These will 
show you the main elements of learning for your child. Please note 
that History and Geography are taught in alternative half terms as 
are Art and Design and Technology. 

We hope you find these useful to outline your child’s learning this 
half term. The children will be familiar with these too so you will be 
able to share them together and talk about their learning at school.

More information about our curriculum can be found on the school’s 
website.   



Year 4 Drawing

Vocabulary Definition

perspective the art of making some objects or people in a 
picture look further away than others

composition the way different parts of a picture are 
arranged

illustrate to draw

street art usually spray can paintings that are on the 
outside of buildings

I will develop my drawing skills from year 3 by exploring the work of the street artist Phlegm.

Artist Focus

Phlegm

Phlegm is a street artist from Sheffield but you can find his 
work all over the world. Phlegm usually works on the outside 
of buildings and produces black and white paintings of 
strange creatures and machines.

During my art lessons I will:
• use shading to show shadows and reflections on 3D 

shapes
• have studied other artists’ drawings and have 

experimented with some of these styles
• make marks to recreate textures
• draw from selective observation and from imagination
• try out different techniques in my sketch book
• use a grid to draw accurately





Vocabulary Definition

aqueduct A manmade channel used for 

delivering water to Roman towns. 

barbarian A term used by the Romans to 

refer to people outside the Roman 

Empire. Someone who is not seen 

as civilised.

Boudicca Led an uprising against the 

occupying for of the Roman 

Empire.

century A division of the Roman army 

made up of 100 soldiers and led by 

a Centurion. 

conquer To overcome and take control of a 

place. 

emperor The leader of an Empire. 

empire A group of nations or peoples 

under one ruler or government.

Iceni Tribe A Celtic tribe led by Boudicca into 

a rebellion against the Romans.

legion A unit of the Roman army made

up of 4000 – 6000 soldiers and led 

by a Legate.

rebellion People joining together to fight

against a certain group. 

Key Dates

55 BC Julius Caesar heads first Roman invasion but later 

withdraws because of difficulties. 

44 BC Julius Caesar is murdered in Rome.

43 BC Romans invade Britain and it becomes part of the 

Roman Empire. 

Leicester was possibly founded a short time after 

this invasion as a fort – it was called Ratae during 

Roman occupation. 

50 AD London is founded – it is called Londinium during 

Roman occupation. 

61 AD Boudicca leads the Iceni in revolt against the 

Romans.

70 AD The Romans conquer Wales and the North.

76 AD The Emperor Hadrian is born. 

80 AD The Colosseum of Rome is built.

122-128 

AD

Emperor Hadrian build a wall on the Scottish

border. 

140 AD The Romans conquer Scotland.

401 – 410

AD

The Romans withdraw from Britain: Anglo-Saxon 

migrants begin to settle.

Roman Britain – Year 4 

Knowledge Organiser

Some great inventions of Ancient Rome.

This is an example 

of what the Roman 

bathhouse at Jewry 

Wall in Leicester 

may have looked 

like according to 

historians. 



MFL KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
Year 4   Unit  7

Prior Learning 

I will already know some of the 
countries where French
is spoken.

I will know: Je voudrais and Je 
peux

Key Learning 

I will know how to:

• say the names of a few countries;

• sing a song from memory on a 
related topic; 

• write some short sentences using 
the key vocabulary from this unit;

• start to know the names of the 
days of the week. 

Grammar

• en/à + transport

• à + place

• aller: je vais, tu vas

• en + country

• faire: il fait

Key Vocabulary

à pied on foot

en voiture by car

en vélo by bike

en bus by bus

Où vas-tu? Where are you
going?

Je vais ... I’m going …

en Belgique to Belgium 

en France to France

Il fait chaud It is hot.

Il fait froid It is cold.

Il fait beau It is fine.

Il fait mauvais It is bad weather.

Il fait du soleil It is sunny. 

Il fait du vent It is windy.

Il pleut It is raining.

Days of the Week

lundi Monday

mardi Tuesday

mercredi Wednesday 

jeudi Thursday

vendredi Friday

samedi Saturday

dimanche Sunday



Year 4 Music Knowledge Organiser: Autumn Term 1

Key vocabulary

symphony
A large scale musical work for full 
orchestra.

musical 
notation

The symbols used in written music. 
Music notation lets players know 
which note to play and how long to 
play it for.

minim A note worth two beats.  

crotchet A note worth one beat.                

crotchet 
rest

A rest worth one beat.

quaver A note worth half a beat.

paired 
quaver

Two quavers, each worth half a 
beat.

I am listening to: Composer:

Symphony no. 5 Beethoven (1770-1827)
• German composer and pianist

O Euchari Hildegard (1098-1179)
• Early German writer, composer  and  mystic

I am learning to:

Listen Sing

• Compare and contrast the four 
movements of Beethoven’s Symphony

• Appreciate early music and its influence 
in the modern world

• Sing with others, pitching my voice 
accurately

• Follow directions for getting louder 
(crescendo) and quieter (decrescendo)

Compose Perform

• Create sequences of two, three and 
four beat phrases, arranged into bars 
using crotchets, crotchet rests, quavers 
and paired quavers.

• Hold the recorder correctly with the left 
hand at the top

• Separate each note on the recorder 
using the tongue (tonguing)

• Improvise and copy melodies using B, A 
and G.







Year 4  Jigsaw  Unit 1 Being Me in My World

I will understand this vocabulary…

included To have or contain as a part.

excluded To prevent someone or something from entering a 
place or taking part in an activity.

democracy ‘Rule by the people’.

democratic Relating to or supporting democracy or its 
principles.

authority The power or right to give orders, make decisions 
and make people follow the rules. 

contribution Something you contribute to or do to help produce 
or achieve something with other people or to help 
make something successful.

UN
Convention on 
Rights of Child

UNCRC is the basis of all Unicef’s work. It applies 
to all children and young people under 18. Its aim 
is to recognise the rights of children and young 
people and ensure they grow up in the spirit of 
peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and 
solidarity.

I can answer these reflective 
questions…

How can we make sure everyone feels valued and 
included in our class team?

Is one member of the school community more 
important than anyone else?

How do you feel about democracy in this school?

I have already learnt to… Now I will learn to… Next I will learn to…

PSHE Explain how my behaviour can affect how others 
feel and behave.

Explain why being listened to and listening to 
others is important in my school community.

Compare my life with other people in my country 
and explain why we have rules, rights and 
responsibilities to try and make the school and 
the wider community a fair place.

Social & 
Emotional

Explain why it is important to have rules and how 
that helps me and others in my class learn. To 
explain why it is important to feel valued.

Explain why being democratic is important and 
can help me and others feel valued.

Explain how the actions of one person can affect 
another and give examples of this from school 
and a wider community context.



Year 4 – Autumn 1 
Why is Jesus inspiring to some people?

Key Vocabulary 

inspiration – someone or something that 
influences people to do something. 
gospel – stories about Jesus’ life, found in the 
New testament of the Bible. 
miracle – an incredible event which cannot be 
explained so is considered an act of God.
tolerance – showing acceptance and 
understanding of other’s beliefs and choices. 
resurrection – rising from the dead. 
incarnation – a deity or spirit which has 
assumed a human form.

What will I learn in this topic?

I will explore the different reasons that Jesus 
is considered an inspiring man to Christians and 
many other people around the world. 

Jesus taught his 
disciples many 
things. He was 
teaching on a 
mountain when he 
shared the eight 
Beatitudes. Each 
statement is 
intended to help 
guide people’s 
behaviour.

Stained glass windows are 
used in churches as 
decoration, but also to 
help tell religious stories 
through pictures. 



Year 4 Science Knowledge Organiser
Living things and their habitats

Key vocabulary

characteristic: Any feature that 
helps identify something.

classification: A way of grouping 
things based on similar 
characteristics.

classification key: A series of 
questions about the organism’s 
physical characteristics.

organism: A living thing.

habitat: The natural environment in 
which a plant or animal lives.

environment: The surrounding or 
conditions in which a person, animal or 
plant lives.

reproduction: When an animal or plant 
produces one or more copies of itself.

respiration: The process of 
breathing; inhaling and exhaling air.

sensitivity: Responding to the 
external environment.

nutrition: The process of taking food 
into the body and absorbing nutrients.

excretion: The process of getting rid 
of waste from the body.

What should I already know?

• I can identify and name a variety plants and 
animals in their habitats. 

• I know that most living things live in 
habitats to which they are suited and that 
plants and animals need each other to 
survive.  

• I know that animals get their food from 
plants and other animals.

• I can understand a simple food chain. 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

• Living things can be grouped in a variety of 
ways.

• Classification keys help group, identify and 
name a variety of living things. in their local 
and wider environment.

• Recognise that environments can change and 
that this can sometimes be dangerous for 
living things. 

Significant scientist

Key knowledge

What is a classification key?
• A classification key uses yes/no 

questions.
• It is a system that divides things 

into groups or types. 

LIFE PROCESSES
All living organisms must do certain 

things to stay alive.

What are the features of 
living organisms? 

Rachael Carson (1907-
1964) was an American  
marine biologist who 
warned people of the 
damage humans were 
doing to the environment. 


