Year 6 Knowledge
Organisers
Autumn 1 2021-2022

This booklet will outline for you the units of work that your child will
be covering in our wider curriculum this half term.

Swallowdale
Curriculum

For each subject, you will find a Knowledge Organsier. These will
show you the main elements of learning for your child. Please note
that History and Geography are taught in alternative half terms as
are Art and Design and Technology.
We hope you find these useful to outline your child’s learning this
half term. The children will be familiar with these too so you will be
able to share them together and talk about their learning at school.

More information about our curriculum can be found on the school’s
website.

Year 6 Drawing
I will continue to develop my drawing skills from year 5 by exploring the work of Edgar Degas.
During my art lessons I will:
• try to communicate movement in my drawings
• include shadows and reflections
• draw from different angles
• look at artist’s work to stimulate my own ideas
• increase ways of producing different tones, hatching and
shading
• try out different techniques in my sketch book
• understand and use perspective
• draw designs for 3D work accurately
• use a grid to draw accurately

Vocabulary

Definition

life drawing

Drawing/painting somebody whilst looking at them
and not from a photograph.

foreground

The part of a picture or scene you are looking at is the
part or area of it that appears nearest to you.

background

The part of the picture that is in the distance.

Artist Focus
Edgar Degas

Edgar Degas was a French painter who was part of the
impressionist movement in Paris alongside artists like
Monet, Renior and Manet. Degas specialised in
painting and drawing ballet dancers where he
captured the movement and energy of his subjects.
He made sketches with charcoal and chalk pastel
whilst watching the dancers practice and perform.

World War II – Year 6
Knowledge Organiser
Key Dates

An example of a
WWII propaganda
poster attempting to
improve morale and
engage the country.
Vocabulary

Definition

allies

Countries which fought on the British
side (USA, France and Russia for
example)

appeasement

A political strategy to try and prevent
war.

blackout

System of ensuring no lights were
visible after dark so that buildings
could not be spotted by enemy planes.

The Blitz

Series of bombing raids on the UK.

evacuation

An organised movement of vulnerable
people including children from towns
and cities to safe zones.

11th Nov
1918

Germany surrender instigating the end of WW I and
The Treaty of Versailles is signed.

29th Sep
1938

Nazi Germany are given a portion of Czechoslovakia.

1st Sep 1939

Germany invades Poland under Hitler’s rule.

3rd Sep 1939

Great Britain, France and their allies declare war on
Germany.

April 1940
– June 1940

Germany invades other European countries including
Belgium, France and Denmark.

10th

May
1940

Winston Churchill is elected Prime Minister of Great
Britain.

10th July –
1st Oct 1940

The Battle of Britain is fought in the air above the south
coast of England and the London Blitz begins.

Holocaust

Mass murder of Jews and other groups
of people by the Nazis

7th-11th Dec
1940

Japan bombs Pearl Harbour, Hawaii, and USA join the
war effort, declaring war on Japan, Germany and Italy.

home front

6th June
1944

D-Day: British, Canadians and US troops land in
Normandy, France.

This was the effort from the people at
home who felt they were doing their
part for the war effort and defended the
5000 miles of British coastline.

Nazi

8th

May
1945

Britain celebrates victory in Europe (VE Day).

A member of the right-wing political
party, led by Adolf Hitler, which held
power in Germany from 1933 to 1945.

6th Aug
1945

First atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima, Japan by
USA.

propaganda

Controlling news media to show your
side in the best way.

1st Sep 1945

Japan surrenders and WWII officially ends.

rationing

The controlled distribution of
scarce resources (food/clothing)

Children from
towns and
cities were
evacuated to
safe parts of the
countryside –
often living
away from
their parents
for long
periods of time.
Allied and opposition forces during WWII.

MFL KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
Year 6 Hobbies
Prior Learning

Key Vocabulary

I will already know:
le sport

sport

la musique

music

la natation

swimming

le cyclisme

cycling

la lecture

reading

les jeux vidéo (m

video games

Using “j’aime”
Making basic negative sentences

Using “c’est…”

j'adore

I love

je déteste

I hate

Grammar
•

The use of le and la

•

The use of un and une

•

Use tu to ask a question

Je regarde la télé.

I watch the TV

Je joue aux jeux
vidéo.

I phone my friends

Je vais (au cinéma)

I go (to the cinema)

Key Learning
I know how to say what I like and do
not like using pictures.
I know how to express simple
opinions with some help.

I will be able to read the unit’s story
aloud and recognise some French
words and phrases in the written text
when prompted.

Year 6 Music Knowledge Organiser: Autumn Term 1
Key vocabulary

syncopation

Playing or singing on the offbeat.

I am listening to:

Composer:

Connect It
pentatonic
scale

A scale with 5 notes, eg. C D E G
and A.

canon

A canon is where 2 or more
instruments, voices or sounds
play the same music, but
starting at different times.

Anna Meredith MBE
• Scottish composer born in 1978
• Writes electronic and acoustic music
• Creates music that uses clapping, stamping,
shouting and beatboxing instead of instruments.
I am learning to:
Listen

fortissimo (ff)

Very loud.

pianissimo
(pp)

Very soft.

mezzo-forte
(mf)

Moderately loud.

mezzo-piano
(mp)

•

•
•

Sing
•

Moderately soft.

Create musical patterns with the voice,
passing the energy from one person to
another

Improvise and Compose

•

Sing a broad range of songs, including
songs with syncopated rhythms
Sing as a choir observing rhythm,
phrasing, accurate pitching and style

Extend improvisation skills to create
music with multiple sections that
include repetition and contrast
Compose an 8 or 16 beat melodic
phrase using the pentatonic scale

Perform
•

Understand the difference between
semibreves, minims, crotchets,
quavers, semiquavers and their
equivalent rests

Year 6 Jigsaw Unit 1 Being Me in My World
I have already learnt to…

Now I will learn to…

PSHE

Compare my life with other people in my country and explain why we
have rules, rights and responsibilities to try and make the school and
the wider community a fair place.

Explain how my choices can have an impact on people in my immediate
community and globally.

Social &
Emotional

Explain how the actions of one person can affect another and give
examples of this from school and a wider community context.

Empathise with others in my community and globally and explain how
this can influence the choices I make.

I will understand this vocabulary…

I can answer these reflective questions…
What is your ambition for when you leave school?
How do you feel about some of your needs being met and
some of them not yet being met? Do you have a choice in
how you respond to this?
Which are the six most important rights you would like us
to all share at our school?

Maslow’s
hierarchy of
human needs

The most important things a human being
needs to survive (these are ranked from the
bottom to the top of the triangle in the
diagram).

empathy

The ability to understand and share the
feelings of another.

collaboration

The action of working with someone to
produce something.

legal

Relating to the law. ‘A legal requirement’.

illegal

Contrary to or forbidden by law, especially in
criminal law.

lawful

Conforming to, permitted by, or recognised
by law or rules.

democracy

‘Rule by the people’.

Year 6 – Autumn 1
What matters most to Christians and Humanists?
What will I learn in this topic?
I will learn more about Christianity and will learn
about Humanism, which is the belief that people
can live well without religion.
I will be able to find differences and comparisons
between each belief.
What is a Humanist?
A person who trusts the scientific method when it
comes to understanding how the universe works
and is therefore an atheist or agnostic. They make
decisions based on reason, empathy, and a concern
for human beings and animals.
Humanists try to follow certain rules: be
honest, use your mind, tell the truth, and do to
other people what you would like them to do to you.

Key Vocabulary
atheist - a person who does not believe in the
existence of a supreme being (God).
agnostic - a person who believes that it is
impossible to know about the existence or nonexistence of God.
meditation – extended thought, reflection or
contemplation.
The Ten Commandments – a set of biblical rules
that are followed by Christians and Jewish people.
moral code - an internalised set of values and
objectives that guide a person with regards to
decision-making.
debate – a discussion involving opposing viewpoints.

Year 6 Science Knowledge Organiser
Animals, including humans
Key vocabulary
•

nutrients: Useful substances that
helps animals and plants to grow.

•

diet: The sort of food animals or
humans eat regularly.

•

exercise: Activity that requires
physical effort, carried out to sustain
or improve health and fitness.

•

drugs: A medicine or other substance
that has an effect in a person’s body.

•

heart: The heart pumps blood around
your body.

•

pulse: Each time the heart beats it can
be felt as a pulse in the arteries.
Typically, in the wrist and neck.

•

blood: The red liquid pumped around
the body by the heart. It transports
oxygen, nutrients and water to all
parts of the body.

•

blood vessels: The narrow tubes which
our blood flows through, including the
arteries, veins and capillaries.

•

•

lungs: Two organs situated in the
ribcage that fill with air when you
breathe in. They remove carbon
dioxide from blood and add oxygen.
The Circulatory System: This
circulates blood through the body. It
consists of the heart, blood and blood
vessels.

What should I already know?

What will I know by the end of the unit?

• I can describe the changes as humans
develop to old age.
• I can describe the simple functions of the
parts of the digestive system in humans.

• Identify and name the main parts of the
human circulatory system, and describe
the functions of the heart, blood vessels
and blood.

• I can identify the different types of teeth
in humans and their simple functions

• Recognise the impact of diet, exercise,
drugs and lifestyle on the way in
which bodies function.

• I can construct and interpret a variety of
food chains, identifying producers,
predators and prey.

• Describe the ways in which nutrients and
water are transported within animals,
including humans.

Key knowledge
Why is exercise so important?

Lifestyle choices
Drugs, alcohol and smoking
have negative effects on
the body.

A healthy diet involves
eating the right types of
nutrients in the right
amounts.

What is the Circulatory System?

The Heart

The heart is
made up of four
chambers: the
right atrium,
the right
ventricle, the
left atrium and
the left
ventricle.

