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Knowledge Organisers 
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Swallowdale 
Curriculum 

This booklet contains the Long Term Plan, information for English 
and the knowledge organisers which will outline for you the units of 
work that your child will be covering in our wider curriculum this half 
term. These will show you the main elements of learning for your 
child and we hope you find them useful. 

The children will be familiar with the knowledge organisers so you 
will be able to share them and talk about their learning at school.  

Please note that History and Geography are taught in alternate half 
terms, as are Art, and Design and Technology. 

More information about our curriculum can be found on the school’s 
website.   



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

English
Reading
Spelling
Writing

Reading
Spelling
Writing

Reading
Spelling
Writing

Reading
Spelling
Writing

Reading
Spelling
Writing

Reading
Spelling
Writing

Maths
Place Value

Four operations
Fractions

Converting units

Ratio
Algebra

Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages

Area and Perimeter 
Volume
Statistics

Shape
Position and Direction

Themed Projects
Consolidation

Problem Solving

Science
Animals, including 

humans

Living Things and Their 

Habitats
Adaptation Evolution and Inheritance Electricity Light

History and Geography
Twentieth Century 

Conflict: WWII

Volcanoes and 

Earthquakes 
Civil Rights North America Industrial Revolution Local Fieldwork

Art and 
Design and Technology

Drawing:

Yayoi Kusama

Construction: 

Anderson Shelters

Sculpture:

Yinka Shonibari

Textiles: 

Device Case

Painting: 

Maggie Hambling

Food and Nutrition: Come 

Dine With Me

Religious Education
What matters most 
to Humanists and 

Christians?
Sikhism

Creation and Science: 
conflicting or 

complimentary?

Why is the Torah so 
important to Jewish 

people?

Why do some people 
believe in God and some 

people not?

How does faith help when 
life gets hard?

PSHE
Being Me In My

World
Celebrating Difference Dreams and Goals Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me

Computing
Computer systems 

and networks
Web page creation  Programming A

Introduction to 

spreadsheets

Creating media: 3D 

modelling
Programming B 

Physical Education Hockey / Netball Dodgeball  /  Football Gymnastics / Tennis Basketball / Cricket Athletics / Swimming Swimming / Dance

Music
Developing Melodic 

Phrases
Understanding Structure 

and Form
Gaining Confidence 

Through Performance
Exploring Notation

Further
Using Chords and 

Structure
Respecting Each Other 
Through Composition

French All About France My Family The Future

Year 6 Long Term Plan 2022 – 2023



Year 6 English Writing

Content to be taught and applied in writing this year 

Word  The difference between vocabulary typical of informal speech and vocabulary appropriate for formal speech and writing

Sentence

 Use of the passive to affect the presentation of information in a sentence (e.g. John broke the window in the greenhouse. / The window in the greenhouse was 

broken) 

 The difference between structures typical of informal speech and structures appropriate for formal speech and writing (e.g. the use of question tags or the 

subjunctive form) 

Text

 Linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices (e.g. repetition of a word or phrase, chains of reference, grammatical connections, 

punctuation)

 Layout devices to structure text

Punctuation

 Use of the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between independent clauses

 Use of the colon to introduce a list and use of semi-colons within lists

 How hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity (e.g. man eating shark / man-eating shark, or recover / re-cover)

 Use of ellipses (as a cohesive device)

 Use of dashes for parenthesis

Terminology
 subject, object, active, passive 

 ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, dash

What will I be writing?
Inspired by the story of The Man Who Walked Between the Towers I will 
research Philippe Petit’s life and write his biography.  I will use subheadings 
to organise information, write in a formal style and aim to vary sentence 
construction for emphasis and to show contrast in opinion or reaction. 

At Swallowdale, we follow a five-stage process for writing and in Y6 I will 
write for different purposes: to entertain, to inform, to discuss and to 

persuade.  I will also write for a range of audiences. 

Spelling
I will use the Sounds and Syllables approach in 
my spelling lessons and when I am writing. 
I will also learn to read and spell the statutory 
words for UKS2. 



accommodate category determined forty marvellous programme soldier

accompany cemetery develop frequently mischievous pronunciation stomach

according committee dictionary government muscle queue sufficient

achieve communicate disastrous guarantee necessary recognise suggest

aggressive community embarrass harass neighbour recommend symbol

amateur competition environment hindrance nuisance relevant system

ancient conscience equipment identity occupy restaurant temperature

apparent conscious equipped immediate occur rhyme thorough

appreciate controversy especially immediately opportunity rhythm twelfth

attached convenience exaggerate individual parliament sacrifice variety

available correspond excellent interfere persuade secretary vegetable

average criticise existence interrupt physical shoulder vehicle

awkward curiosity explanation language prejudice signature yacht

bargain definite familiar leisure privilege sincere

bruise desperate foreign lightning profession sincerely

Statutory Spelling Words for Year 5 and Year 6



Year 6 English Reading

Our Class Poetry Books

Independent Reading
I will have a book linked to my reading level which I may read in school and at home. The 
reading level of my book is shown by the coloured dot at the back of the book.  My reading 
level is assessed at school using a Benchmarking assessment and this will be checked 
throughout the year. My reading book should not be too tricky as this book is for me to read 
fluently and to understand what I have read so I can enjoy it. 
I may also select a book from the class or school library. I should record my independent 
reading in my school reading diary each week and show my teacher.

Reading Lessons
Using our school jigsaw, I will consider what good readers do in the moment of reading and 
after reading, and these skills will be modelled and practised during my  lessons. I  will 
practise reading aloud to develop my fluency and prosody. I will read a range of fiction, non-
fiction and poetry each term. My reading work will be recorded in my reading journal. 

Reading for Pleasure - Our Class BookThis is the book 
we will read and 
discuss in class 
each day. 
On Mondays, 
there will be a 
book quiz to help 
me remember 
the characters 
and plot of the 
story. 

Felix has been living in an orphanage for three 
years and eight months when the men in armbands 
arrive to burn the books.
Going on the run in search of his parents, Felix soon 
learns that Poland in 1942 is not a safe place for 
Jewish boys. But can his gift for storytelling keep 
him one step ahead of the Nazis and help him find 
his parents?
After all, everybody deserves to have something 
good in their life at least once.



Year 6 Design and Technology Knowledge Organiser: Construction

Design Brief
Key vocabulary

plan decide what you are going to do

design to make, draw or write plans for something

design criteria a set of rules to help designers focus their ideas and test the success of them

function how an object or product operates or works

innovative introducing or using new ideas or ways of doing things

modify changing something to improve or fix it

target audience a particular group of people who the product is aimed at

evaluate decide if something is good or bad, then think about how you could improve it

research one of several parts of which something is made

attach fasten or join two materials together

Design, make and evaluate your own 
Anderson shelter. Collect research, explore 
materials and select appropriate tools and 
resources to use. Consider appropriate 
features of Anderson shelters and select 
materials fit for purpose.

Skills to learn
Ways to attach things without tape or glue:

slot construction           fold                       stitch                          lashing 

Success criteria
I can research to inform my plans and ideas.
I can show that I consider culture and society in my plans and 
designs.
I can justify my plans in a convincing way.
I can show, test and explain and evaluate my products against 
a clear criteria. 
I can use a range of tools and equipment competently.

Key facts
The Anderson shelter was an air raid shelter designed to 
accommodate up to 6 people. It was designed in 1938 by 
William Paterson and Oscar Kerrison. The Anderson 
shelter was named after Sir John Anderson, who was Lord 
Privy Seal with the responsibility of preparing air-raid 
precautions immediately prior to the outbreak of WWII. 



Year 6  Jigsaw  Unit 2 Celebrating Difference

I will understand this vocabulary…

empathy
The ability to understand and share the feelings 
of another.

perception
The way in which something is regarded, 
understood or interpreted.

role model
A person looked to by others as an example to be 
copied.

harassment 
To subject a person to hostile or prejudicial 
remarks or actions; pressure or intimidate.

control To influence or direct people’s behaviour.

conflict To be in opposition. A disagreement or argument. 

bullying
Behaviour that is repeated, intended to hurt 
someone either physically or emotionally.

cyber bullying
The use of electronic communication to bully a 
person, typically by sending messages of an 
intimidating  or threatening nature.

I can answer these reflective 
questions…

How do people exert power over others?

How easy would it be to overcome a disability?

I have already learnt to… Now I will learn to…

PSHE Explain the differences between direct and indirect types of bullying 
andoffer a range of strategies to help myself and others if we become 
involved (directly or indirectly) in a bullying situation.

Explain ways in which difference can be a source of conflict or a cause 
for celebration.

Social & 
Emotional

Explain why racism and other forms of discrimination are unkind. Express 
how I feel about discriminatory behaviour.

Show empathy with people in situations where their difference is a source 
of conflict or a cause for celebration.



Religious Education Knowledge Organiser
Year 6 - Sikhism

Key Vocabulary

Gurdwara: the Sikh place of worship

Guru Nanak: the founder of Sikhism

Guru Granth Sahib: the Sikh holy book

Vaisakhi: Sikh festival to mark the 
founding of the Khalsa by Guru Gobind
Singh Ji

By the end of this unit, I 
will be able to:

• Recall the Sikh place of 
worship and describe 
what might be seen 
there

• Explain the main beliefs 
of Sikhism and how they 
can be demonstrated by 
Sikhs in modern day 
Britain

• Discuss why Vaisakhi is 
important to Sikhs and 
how they celebrate the 
festival

• Share information about 
Guru Nanak and explain 
why he is so important to 
Sikhs

The 5 Ks

These symbolise that the Sikh 
who wears them has dedicated 
themselves to a life of devotion 
and submission to the Guru. The 5 
Ks are 5 physical symbols worn by 
Sikhs who have been initiated into 
the Khalsa. The ceremony involves 
taking ‘amrit’ (holy water) from a 
shared bowl. 

Sikhism’s main beliefs:

• Work hard and be honest

• Treat everyone equally 

• Be generous to those less fortunate than you.

• Serve others 

• Keep God in your heart at all times.

Guru Nanak Dev Ji (1469 – 1539) 

Guru Nanek was the creator of Sikhism, 
and the first of the ten Sikh Gurus. 
The last human Guru decided there would be 
no more human Gurus after him and Sikhs 
would be taught by the Sikh holy book, which
is called Guru Granth Sahib Ji. The word 
‘Guru’ means ‘teacher’ in many Indian 
languages.





Year 6 Music: Understanding structure and form

I will understand this vocabulary…

octave

The musical alphabet is A-B-C-D-E-F-G, which then 
repeats. For example, A to the next A is a distance of 8 
notes (Oct = 8) therefore an octave is the range between 
an A and the next A

ternary

Music composed in three sections, often referred to as 
’sandwich’ music, illustrating that the outer sections are 
the same with a contrasting middle section: e.g. Twinkle, 
Twinkle Little Star. Ternary form is often represented as 
ABA.

pentatonic 
scale

A scale with five notes, e.g. C D E (F) G A (B)

melodic 
phrase

A musical ‘sentence’ that makes sense played or sung on its 
own.

Listening Musicianship

• Connect It – Anna 
Meredith (21st Century)

• Read and perform pitch notation within an octave
• Read and play short rhythmic phrases at sight from prepared cards, using conventional symbols for known 

rhythms and note durations

Performing Composing

• Play melodies on tuned 
percussion

• Plan and compose an 8 or 16 beat melodic phrase using the pentatonic scale (e.g. C, D, E, G, A) and 
incorporate rhythmic variety and interest

• Compose a ternary piece.

I am learning:







FRENCH KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
All about France

Prior Learning 

I will already know:

• the names of some buildings 
and places 

• some French songs to join in 
with

• how to talk about travel

Key Learning 

I will: 

• learn about some of the main 
cities in France

• learn about some of the traditions 
in France such as recipes and 
songs.

Grammar

• Prepositions 

• Learn different verbs using Je 
or Tu

Key Vocabulary

le pont the bridge 

une galerie d'art art gallery 

C'est quel pays?
Which country is

it?

On parle français 
en / au…?

Do they speak 
French in…?

On peut visiter…
You can visit…

Qui… Who is…?

le nord de la France 

le sud de la France

l'ouest de la France 

l'est de la France

the north of France 

the south of France

the west of France

the east of France 



Year 6 Science Knowledge Organiser
Living things and their habitats

Key vocabulary

characteristic: Any feature that 
helps identify something.

classification: A way of grouping 
things based on similar 
characteristics.

classification key: A series of 
questions about the organism’s 
physical characteristics.

organism: A living thing made up of 
one or more cells and able to carry on 
the activities of life e.g. using energy, 
growing and reproducing.

environment: The conditions that 
affect a living thing.

Taxonomy: The science of naming, 
identifying and classifying living 
organisms.

What should I already know?

• I can identify and name a variety of plants 
in their habitats.

• I can describe the life process of 
reproduction in some plants and animals.

• I can describe the differences in the life 
cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect 
and a bird.

• I know that most living things live in 
habitats to which they are suited and that 
plants and animals need each other to 
survive.

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

• Classification keys help to group, identify 
and name a variety of living things, based on 
their characteristics.

• Reasons for classifying plants and animals 
based on specific characteristics.

• What micro-organisms are including the 
three main groups (bacteria, virus and 
fungi).

• Micro-organisms can be both harmful and 
helpful to our health.

• How to stop harmful bacteria from 
spreading.

Significant scientist

Key knowledge

Classification keys:

What are micro-organisms? 

Some microbes are useful.
Some microbes make us ill.

They are found EVERYWHERE!
Carl Linnaeus 
(1707-1778) was a 
Swedish scientist 
who developed a 
modern system of 
classifying and 
naming organisms. 

The study of 
micro-organisms 

is called 
Microbiology.



Year 6 Computing Knowledge Organiser: Wep Page Creation

What will I learn?

• about the creation of webpages for a chosen purpose

• to identify what makes a good web page

• to design and evaluate your own website using Google Sites

What should I already know?

• about search engines, websites and 
the reliability of information contained 
on the World Wide Web

• what copyright is

Key Vocabulary

the 
internet

the computer network which 
allows computer users to 
connect with computers all over 
the world

web 
browser

finds and displays pages from 
the World Wide Web

hyperlink
a link in a document or webpage 
that connects to another 
location

website
a web page or pages hosted on 
one server and viewed in a web 
browser, usually maintained by a 
person, group or organisation

webpage
a page designed for, and viewed 
in, a web browser. 

Hyper 
Text 
Markup 
Language
(HTML)

HTML is a system of codes for 
producing documents for the 
internet
HTML is an abbreviation for 
hypertext markup language

URL

an address that shows where a 
particular page can be found on 
the World Wide Web
URL is an abbreviation for 
Uniform Resource Locator


