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Subject: History 
Year Group: 2
Unit: The Great Fire of London

	Overview of Unit
Pupils will be taught to: 
· ask and answer enquiry style questions about artefacts
· sequence events into chronological order
· to look at different sources of information and what they can tell us

Websites and resources: 
Some decent original images of London from 1666: https://www.londonpicturearchive.org.uk/gallery?i=323330&WINID=1665322252288&key=T3siUCI6eyJ0eXBlIjoxLCJpZHMiOlsxNDJdfSwiUiI6IkdhbGxlcnkifQ&pg=1

http://www.pepysdiary.com/ daily Pepys entry in his diary (be careful using extracts from the diary and always check them – Pepys diary was not written for children and often featured adult content)

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/fire-of-london/ images of original maps, documents and records with ideas how to use them

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPY-hr-8-M0 animation of London in 1666 before the fire (also available on vimeo if you cannot access youtube at school).

http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/ an interactive website developed by Museum of London, London Metropolitan Archives, Guildhall Art Gallery, The Monument, Arts Council England and City of London Corporation.

https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london/whats-on/exhibitions/fire-fire Museum of London website with specific link through to the Fire, fire exhibition and linked information.
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	Session number
	Sequenced learning points
	Activities 
	Key vocabulary

	1
	 To look at when the Great Fire of London began.

	Recall: recap what history is and some key learning from Yr1. Do they know where London is and that it is the capital city of England?
Introduce the term chronology. Show a timeline of where we are today and work backwards. Maybe showing their birth years, the millennium, ww2, first flight, beginning of Victorian period and right back to 1666. 
Show the significance of this date and discuss this being when the fire took place.  
Show images of London from paintings at this time and London today. What differences might there be compared with now? Make some initial observations: electricity, high buildings, brick and concrete, vehicles. 
The importance of this lesson is to begin to understand the chronology and how begin to give context to how London was different. 
	
 Chronology
landmarks
buildings
transport 
past 
present 


	2
	 To find out what the key events of the Great Fire of London were.

	Recall: when did the fire occur? Recap what chronology is and why it is important. 
Introduce EQ: How did The Great Fire of London affect the people of London?


Begin by adding some further context to London at the time. Who was king, the use of the Thames, no fire brigade. 
Think together how fires usually start, what is needed for a fire to start.  Look at some clues to where the fire started and how it might have started. Share together the events that followed and begin to timeline the key events of the next couple of days, building the context of chronology. This could be done on a table or using pupils in a line or using string. 

To finish children could briefly explain what they have discovered about the events from the lesson. Where it started, how long it lasted, what happened to the people etc.
 
	Chronology
landmarks
buildings
transport 
past 
present 
monarch 


	3
	 To understand how we know about the Great Fire of London.

	Recall: who was king at the time? When did the fire begin? 

Discuss different sources of evidence and explain that we don’t have videos or photos to give us information about the fire. 
Introduce Samuel Pepys and talk about his diary. Show some key extracts from it about London and the fire. 
Talk together about why his diary is such an important source for us as historians as sources of evidence. 
You may want to show paintings from the time also. These are a source that we can use to learn about London at the time.
Introduce the plague being in London at this time and how devastating that also was.
What does the diary tell us about the impact of the fire on the people? What London was like at the time?
	
Historical source
Eye witness
Diary


	4
	 To investigate why the fire spread so quickly.
	Recall: who was Samuel Pepys? Why was his diary important? When did the fire begin? When did it end?

Share archived images of London from 1666. Paintings and drawn maps are good examples of these. Use enquiry skills to draw out what we notice about the layout. Show images of buildings and what they are made of and enquire about these. Use a range of different evidence to support the children to make conclusions of their own about how the fire spread across London so quickly (Houses in 1666 were made mostly from wood so they burned easily.  (Many people kept goods such as tar, oil and brandy in their homes, which were highly flammable.  Houses were close together and streets were narrow.  There had been a long summer of drought, which made buildings combustible.  The windy weather spread the flames quickly.  There was no fire brigade.)

	 landmarks
buildings
transport 
past 
present flammable 
drought 


	5
	 To find out about ways in which the fire could have been slowed down.
	Recall: What made London burn so quickly? Recap the chronology. Place some times or date on number lines.
Think about what happens today when we have a fire. How do we help each other stay safe? 
Remind children that in 1666 we had none of these things and the buildings were made of wood. 
Look at images of artefacts and things used to stop the fire at the time. Children can ask and answer historical enquiry style questions at this time. Explore the different equipment and compare with today. 
Discuss things that did help stop the fire. Fire break, the weather changing.
Pupils could describe some methods/equipment briefly and give explanations to their use/lack of use.
	Chronology 
Fire hooks
Water squirt 
Leather 
Fire break


	6
	 To explore how London changed after the fire.
	 Recall: Recap the timeline of events and the chronology compared with now. 
Reintroduce the EQ: How did The Great Fire of London affect the people of London?


Recap some of the things that happened because of the fire. Homes burnt down, people out of work / their houses. 
Also talk about how Charles II wanted to rebuild as quickly as possible, but with new actions in mind. Explore some different inventions and ideas that came out from the fire. And the fact that some people believe that the fire halted the spread of the plague.

Make a conclusion using the evidence learned through the topic to answer the EQ. 
	Chronology
landmarks
buildings
transport 
past 
present 
monarch 
inventions 
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