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Subject: History 
Year Group: 3
Unit: Stone Age to Iron Age
	National Curriculum Link
 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms.




	Overview of Unit
Pupils will be taught to: 
· make conclusions from artefacts – backed up by archaeologists 
· discuss changes over time
· have an understanding of chronology

Resources and websites: 
 https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/education/teaching-activities/timeline-stone-age-to-iron-age/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/teacher-category/stone-age-to-iron-age/




	Session number
	Sequenced learning points
	Activities 
	Key vocabulary

	1
	 sequence the different ages of prehistoric Britain
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduce the idea of prehistory and discuss what it is. History is the study of the past. Prehistory is the time before history was written down. Discuss how we learn about the past when most people are no longer living who may have seen the events. Share the knowledge organiser with pupils.
Recall what chronology is and where they have used it in their past learning.
Use the ‘simple timeline of human history’ to show a visual of the three main periods. Discuss what they notice. 
Create a giant timeline across the floor or wall showing the range of different periods. Making it clear the duration and length of each/between each.
	Chronology 
Prehistory 
Archaeology 
 

	2
	 changes that occurred throughout the Stone Age 

	Retrieval: matching key dates and periods. 
Introduce the enquiry question for this topic ‘How did prehistoric society change from the Stone Age to the Iron Age?’ and that the learning will focus on gaining knowledge to solve this question. It is important to recap back on the chronology of the time at this point.
Share key information and artefacts from each of the three Stone Age periods. Spend some time sharing and discussing with partners. 
Write a paragraph describing the main changes from the evidence and which we believe are the most important.
	Chronology 
Prehistory 
Archaeology 
Artefact 
Evidence 

	3
	 change throughout different periods

	Retrieval: give a timeline with boxes and dates on. Pupils to place the correct period name into the correct box.
Recap the enquiry question for the topic.
Have a range of similar tools from each of the three periods, but with enough differences to see.
What observations and questions can we make about the tools in each period. Where applicable make comparisons between previous tools and the significance of any changes/similarities. 
	Chronology 
Prehistory 
Archaeology 
Artefact 
Evidence
Change 


	4
	 Skara Brae discoveries
	Retrieval: matching activity with three key changes, each one matching up with a period of the Stone Age.
Recap learning from the previous week and what was found so far. How were the earliest tools made? How are they different from the next period? 
Introduce Skara Brae – look at the context of the time and where it is in the world. 
Use sources and archaeological evidence / findings / quotes to build a picture of the time and how historians use this to learn about a place from prehistory.
	 Chronology 
Prehistory 
Archaeology 
Artefact 
Evidence
Change 


	5
	 find out about the Bronze Age from archaeological findings
	Retrieval: match the period of the Stone Age with the date it began. 
Recap the different periods of Stone Age to Iron Age and revisit the first visual – discussing the length of time.
Watch the video: 
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/members-area/kids/prehistoric-england/interview-with-a-bronze-age-settler-at-beeston-castle/
take notes whilst the video is playing and discuss what the key findings are. What do the findings from a Bronze Age site tell us about the people and how they lived?
What knowledge did we acquire about Bronze Age life?
	
Bronze
Chronology 
Prehistory 
Archaeology 
Artefact 
Evidence
Change 


	6
	 answer the key enquiry question

	If possible, spend some time planning to recall key knowledge and learning. Use a planning grid to plan in key changes from each period and what evidence we have seen to support this.
Give children a scaffold of key questions to include and help to structure their writing and give a cloze procedure paragraph as a scaffold for those that need it.
Write their answer to the key enquiry question as a cohesive paragraph. Focus on the evidence and how we know.
	Bronze
Chronology 
Prehistory 
Archaeology 
Artefact 
Evidence
Change 




	Enduring understanding
At the end of the unit pupils will be able to: 
Answer the key enquiry question based on the knowledge and skills they have developed through the topic. 
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