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Subject: History 
Year Group: 4
Unit: Anglo Saxons
	National Curriculum Link
·· know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world



	Overview of Unit
Pupils will be taught to: 
· reason and make judgments using evidence
· learn about key figures and rulers
· understand the impact of invasion and settlement


Resources and websites: 
https://www.meltonmuseum.org/digital-shelf/roman-anglo-saxon-and-viking-melton
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/teaching-resources/teaching-history/teaching-saxons-normans/



	Session number
	Sequenced learning points
	Activities 

	1
	· Chronology and context

	Discuss what history is and what it means to be a historian. 

Begin to develop chronology of the time and the context. How does it relate to previous learning? 
Show a timeline with the Anglo Saxons placed on it. Begin to build the timeline by adding previously taught history (Roman, Greek, Egyptians, Prehistory). Discuss and share previously learning and knowledge that relates (following on from Roman Britain, no one ruler in Britain, Romans invaded Britain similar to Saxons). 
Deliver learning for when and where the Saxons came from. 

Task could be for children to organise previously taught topics into a timeline. 
Add to books a brief overview of who the Anglo-Saxons were and where they came from.

	2
	· Why did they settle?

	Visit the term of settlement. What does it mean? Where have we spoke of settlements previously? (ancient people settled by water sources, Romans settled for the resources in Britain). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Give a resource to pupils sharing some of the key factors which historians believe are reasons for invading and settling in Britain (flooding in homelands, good farmland in Britain, no Roman army left to defend, too many wars at home, not much free space/land at home, the kings of Britain would pay money for the Saxon warriors).
Use the resources to think about these different factors and share learning as an outcome. Try to base knowledge of evidence from sources and historians.

	3
	· How was Britain ruled?

	Retrieval: chronology / settlement

Share the key enquiry question for the term. All of the learning will build up the knowledge for this question. 
Discuss the concept thread of societal change and society. Link to the previous learning of the Romans and think about how Britain was ruled. 
Explain that each Saxon settlement had their own king or ruler and over time kingdoms were established. Share a map of the key Saxon kingdoms. http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/rmhttp/schools/primaryhistory/images/anglo_saxons/kings_and_laws/anglo-saxon_map_kingsandlaw.jpg

It is important to share that the kingdoms were not united and fought against each other. Each kingdom had a hierarchy of people.
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It would be interesting, if time, to look at the origin of place names from the Saxons. Many of the places around Melton and Rutland were Saxon settlements. 

Task could be to describe how Saxon society was ruled and made up and which main kingdoms made up Britain at the time.

	4
	· Why was King Alfred called The Great?
	Revisit the key question for this term. 
Ask what does it mean to be ‘great’? Who might we consider great? 
What do we think would make a ruler ‘great’? What things might they do? How might they act?
Show an image of Alfred the Great, a good one would be of his statue. 
Share information that historians believe Alfred did that made him popular. If time you could look at contrasting evidence and information. 
Could use videos here or Look at
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/z9tdq6f

Give children time to discuss and make their own conclusions. Which changes were most important to Britain? Have any of them defined how we live today?

Children to answer the question. Sharing the knowledge and their own thoughts on why he was called The Great.


	5
	· What religion did Anglo-Saxons believe in?
	Retrieve: Alfred the Great / Saxon kingdoms

Recap what society means and what societal changes mean. What changes do we already know of? 
What religions are in Britain today? Do we all believe the same thing?
Share that in Roman Britain many people were Christians, but the Saxons who invaded were pagans. The had many gods.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/zs3gcdm#:~:text=Anglo%2DSaxon%20beliefs-,Anglo%2DSaxon%20beliefs,own%20gods%2C%20beliefs%20and%20superstitions.

Use to support subject knowledge and build any resources needed. 

Look at the reasons for converting from paganism to Christianity and how this changed Saxon Britain. Did it happen overnight? Was it a smooth conversion? 

	6
	· Answer the enquiry question
	 Share the question given at the beginning of the topic. Our learning has helped to build an understanding of the changes in Britain since prehistory and Roman occupation. 

Mind map key changes and knowledge built up from the learning to give children support. Answer the question in a brief (or less brief for higher attainers) paragraph sharing the knowledge and answering the question. Use sentence stems to support writing where necessary. 

Possible items to describe: 
Religion change 
Kingdoms / how it is ruled 
Key changes by Alfred the Great
How the land changed following Roman Britain
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