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Subject: History 
Year Group: 4
Unit: Vikings


	Session number
	Sequenced learning points
	Activities 

	1
	 	The invasion of the Vikings

	Introduce the new topic. 
Place the period on a timeline alongside previously taught topics. Which ones link to Vikings most?
Share a map of where the Vikings originated. Discuss why they came to Britain? What knowledge do you have as to why they might have? 
Teach who they were. What makes a Viking? 
Give some reasons as to why they invaded from historians. Briefly describe findings. 

	2
	 Were they more than just raiders?

	Share a picture of a typical looking Viking. What do we think of when we see a Viking? 
Give some reasons as to why we might see them as raiders and pillagers. 
Give some reasons as to why they were more than that. 
Weigh up the information from historians. Come to conclusions and give some reasons based on evidence.  

	3
	 Viking artefacts

	Talk about source work. What are sources? Which different types are there? 
Share an artefact from the Viking age (a brooch, or a sword, or a ring) what can we learn from it? What do historians tell us?
Share some more artefacts. What do they tell us? What can we learn from them? 
Give a description of what learning we can develop from this. What do historians tell us? How do they find out?

	4
	Vikings Vs Saxons
	Recap the invasion of Britain. Share the land that the Vikings have tried to invade and what they have. What issues did they come across? Who was helping to keep them at bay? 
Look at what the Wessex Saxons did to keep the Vikings out of their land. Danelaw. Explore this and other things that Alfred the Great did that keep Wessex safe from Vikings. 
Describe Danelaw and how the war between Saxons and Vikings went.

	5
	 Enquiry Question 
	What do we know about the Vikings now? Has our opinion on the Vikings changed at all since beginning our topic?
Recap the reasons for invasion, what did they really want? 
What did they do when they were here? How were they defeated? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Give some time to answer the enquiry question. Scaffold where required.

	6
	 

	 



	Enduring understanding
At the end of the unit pupils will be able to: 
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