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Subject: Science 
Unit: Living things and their habitats 
Year Group: 2
	Overview of Unit:
· Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive  
· Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other  
· Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including micro-habitats  
· Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food  

	Scientific enquiry:

Investigation question: How is an animal’s body suited to its habitat? (start off with research using secondary sources and then pattern seeking

Investigation question: Do all animals with webbed feet live on or in water? Pattern seeking

Investigation question: What animals live in an oak tree? (or other habitats) Research using secondary sources

Investigation question: Make a food chain using the animals in the Gruffalo. Research using secondary sources





	Session number
	Sequenced learning points
	Activities 

	1
	· To compare the differences between things that are living, dead and have never been alive.
	· 

	2
	· To identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats,
	· 

	3
	· To identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats
	· 

	4
	· To identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide 
for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants,
	· 

	5
	· To explain how living things in a habitat depend on each other
	· 

	6
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]I can describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain
	· 



	Subject Knowledge Support 

	Pupils should be introduced to the idea that all living things have certain characteristics that are essential for keeping them alive and healthy. They should raise and answer questions that help them to become familiar with the life processes that are common to all living things. Pupils should be introduced to the terms ‘habitat’ (a natural environment or home of a variety of plants and animals) and ‘micro-habitat’ (a very small habitat, for example for woodlice under stones, logs or leaf litter). They should raise and answer questions about the local environment that help them to identify and study a variety of plants and animals within their habitat and observe how living things depend on each other, for example, plants serving as a source of food and shelter for animals. Pupils should compare animals in familiar habitats with animals found in less familiar habitats, for example, on the seashore, in woodland, in the ocean, in the rainforest. Pupils might work scientifically by: sorting and classifying things according to whether they are living, dead or were never alive, and recording their findings using charts. They should describe how they decided where to place things, exploring questions for example: ‘Is a flame alive? Is a deciduous tree dead in winter?’ and talk about ways of answering their questions. They could construct a simple food chain that includes humans (e.g. grass, cow, human). They could describe the conditions in different habitats and micro-habitats (under log, on stony path, under bushes) and find out how the conditions affect the number and type(s) of plants and animals that live there.



	Evaluation 
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