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Subject: Science 
Unit: Living things and their habitats 
Year Group: 4
	Overview of Unit:
· Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways  
· Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and wider environment  
· Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers and have an impact on living things  

	Scientific enquiry:

Investigation question: What do animals in African Grasslands eat? Research using secondary sources

Investigation question: How are vertebrates grouped? Classify/group

Investigation question: How can we organise objects (biscuits/animals/plants) based on common observable characteristics? Identify




	Session number
	Sequenced learning points
	Activities 

	1
	· 
	

	2
	· 
	· 

	3
	· 
	· 

	4
	· Classifying vertebrates- knowing the 5 different types 
	· https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/zp6g7p3

	5 + 6 
	· Rachel Carson study and water pollution experiment based on her work 
	· Rachel Carson found that sprays used on fields etc could be found in the ocean. The experiment is based on her research to prove this theory 
http://www.rachelcarson.org/Bio.aspx
https://kids.kiddle.co/Rachel_Carson

	
	· 
	





	Subject Knowledge Support 

	
Pupils should use the local environment throughout the year to raise and answer questions that help them to identify and study plants and animals in their habitat. They should identify how the habitat changes throughout the year. Pupils should explore possible ways of grouping a wide selection of living things that include animals and flowering plants and non-flowering plants. Pupils could begin to put vertebrate animals into groups such as fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals; and invertebrates into snails and slugs, worms, spiders, and insects. Note: Plants can be grouped into categories such as flowering plants (including grasses) and non-flowering plants, such as ferns and mosses. Pupils should explore examples of human impact (both positive and negative) on environments, for example, the positive effects of nature reserves, ecologically planned parks, or garden ponds, and the negative effects of population and development, litter or deforestation. Pupils might work scientifically by: using and making simple guides or keys to explore and identify local plants and animals; making a guide to local living things; raising and answering questions based on their observations of animals and what they have found out about other animals that they have researched.


	Evaluation 
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