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Subject: Science 
Unit: Evolution and Inheritance
Year Group: 6
	Overview of Unit:
· Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago  
· Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents  
· Identify how animals and plants are adapted to sauit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution  


	Scientific enquiry:

Investigation question: How do the skulls of horses show they have evolved in the past 100,000 years? Pattern seeking

Investigation question: What contribution did … Mary Anning make to how we understand the importance of fossils? Research using secondary sources





	Session number
	Sequenced learning points
	Activities 

	1
	· Retrieve learning- what is a habitat 
	· https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z2bygk7


	2
	· Develop understanding of adaptive traits and how animals are adapted to environment- focus on desserts  
	· https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z8fpyrd

	3
	· Understand how plants are adapted to their environment 
	· https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z8fpyrd

	4
	· An introduction to evolution- text study Moth 
	· https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw/articles/z9qs4qt

	5
	· 
	





	Subject Knowledge Support 

	Building on what they learned about fossils in the topic on rocks in year 3, pupils should find out more about how living things on earth have changed over time. They should be introduced to the idea that characteristics are passed from parents to their offspring, for instance by considering different breeds of dogs, and what happens when, for example, labradors are crossed with poodles. They should also appreciate that variation in offspring over time can make animals more or less able to survive in particular environments, for example, by exploring how giraffes’ necks got longer, or the development of insulating fur on the arctic fox. Pupils might find out about the work of palaeontologists such as Mary Anning and about how Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace developed their ideas on evolution.

Note: at this stage, pupils are not expected to understand how genes and chromosomes work.

Pupils might work scientifically by: observing and raising questions about local animals and how they are adapted to their environment; comparing how some living things are adapted to survive in extreme conditions, for example, cactuses, penguins and camels. They might analyse the advantages and disadvantages of specific adaptations, such as being on 2 feet rather than 4, having a long or a short beak, having gills or lungs, tendrils on climbing plants, brightly coloured and scented flowers.


	Evaluation 
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